[METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR 
DETERMINING DOWNHOLE 
PRESSURES DURING A 
DRILLING OPERATION] 

Abstract of Disclosure 

A method and apparatus is provided to determine downhole pressures, such as 
annular pressure and/or pore pressure, during a drilling operation. A bottom hole 
assembly (BHA) of a downhole tool includes one or more pressure equalizing 
assemblies capable of registering the pore pressure when the BHA Is at rest and in 
contact with the wellbore, and annular pressure of a wellbore when it is not. Welibore 
fluid is permitted to enter the pressure equalizing assembly and register an annular 
pressure measurement. Once the BHA comes into contact with the wellbore and 
to rest, fluid communication is established between the pressure equalizing assembly 
and the formation to generate a pore pressure measurement. The pressure equalizing 
assembly includes a sliding valve selectively moveable between an open and closed 
position in response to operation of the BHA so that the desired pressure 
measurement may be taken. 
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